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155,  High  Street, 

New  Brompton, 

March , 1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Gillingham  Urban 
District  Council  : — 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  my  usual  custom,  I have  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  you 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  Urban  District  of  Gillingham  (Kent),  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1895. 

The  Census  of  1891  gave  us  a population  of  27,813.  According  to  our  assessments, 
which  annually  are  on  the  increase,  and  that  a very  large  proportion  of  our  population  are 
young,  healthy,  in  constant  employment  with  average  wages,  by  the  usual  methods  of  determining 
the  increase  or  otherwise  of  population,  I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  population 
to  the  middle  of  the  year  1895,  was  31,683. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  district  is  soil,  part  loam  and  part  gravel,  with  subsoil 
of  chalk  and  brick  earth. 

Our  present  system  of  sewerage  is  by  cesspools,  which  is  being  superceded  by  main 
drainage,  now  in  course  of  construction.  The  system  is  that  of  precipitation  into  tanks  with 
crude  lime.  Tanks  are  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of  the  river  and  the  purified  effluent  is  to 


be  carried  into  the  River  Medway.  The  sludge  from  bottom  of  tanks  will  be  made  into 
large  cakes,  by  pressure,  and  the  result  sold  for  manure. 


Water  supply. 


Cemetery. 


Making  up  of 
streets . 


Public  abattoir. 


Birth  rate. 


Death  rate. 


Our  water  supply  is  excellent.  It  is  obtained  from  springs  situated  in  the  Luton 


valley,  pumped  into  a reservoir  situated  by  the  Star  Mill  on  the  main  Dover  Road,  and  is 
distributed  by  gravitation  to  the  surrounding  district.  As  to  the  purity  of  the  water  it 


will  be  shewn  by  the  following  analysis  : — 
Physical  Properties 


Total  Solids 

Nitrogen  '28,  corresponding  to  Nitric  Acid  H.N.O.  3 
Chlorine  1 -9,  corresponding  to  common  Salt 
Hardness 


, ( Calcium  Carbonate 

Alkalinity,  due  to  ■{  _ ,.  _ , 

l Sodium  Carbonate  ... 

Lead,  Iron,  Phosphates... 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

Organic  „ 

Nitrites  (as  Nitrogen) 

Oxygen  used  in  4 hours 


A water  of  great  organic  purity. 


Clear  and  colourless,  residue  did 
not  char  when  ignited. 

24 '5  grains  per  gallon. 


3T 

21- 


11 


11 


16-5 


None. 

'00  parts  per  million. 
•01  „ 

None. 

T9  parts  per  million. 


We  possess  a public  cemetery,  situated  below  the  old  Churchyard  of  the  ancient 
Parish  Church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  which  is  in  every  way  thoroughly  looked  after. 


The  majority  of  our  streets  are  well  macadamised,  and  the  foot-paths  well  made  with 
patent  cement  blocks.  There  are  still  new  roads  being  made,  and  the  Council,  as  soon  as 
they  are  in  a position  to  pave  and  channel,  do  the  work  thoroughly  and  expeditiously. 

As  soon  as  the  Council  are  able  to  arrange  for  a public  abbatoir,  or  slaughter-house, 
I consider  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  district. 

. I will  now  give  you  a formal  report  of  the  births  and  deaths  which  have  occurred 
in  the  district  during  the  last  twelve  months,  with  the  causes  of  such  deaths. 

The  number  of  births  registered  were  932.  Males  numbered  484,  and  females  448.  As 
against  1894  when  907  births  were  registered.  Which  for  the  year  1895,  gives  a mean 
birth  rate  of  29 -4  per  thousand. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths  registered  were  360,  which,  calculated  on  a 
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population  of  31,683,  gives  a mortality  of  11 '3  per  thousand,  which  is  exactly  the  same 


as  the  previous  year.  Following  is  a detailed  account  of  deaths  in  age  groups : — 


Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5 years 

130 

34 

164  under  5 years. 

5 and  under  15  years 

18 

15  ,,  ,,  25  ,, 

25  ,,  ,,  65  ,, 

14 

80 

- 

196  over  5 years. 

65  and  upwards 

84 

The  totals  for  the  respective  months 

were : — 

January 

41 

July 

23 

February 

44 

August 

34 

March 

40 

September 

29 

April  ... 

27 

October 

20 

May  ... 

25 

November 

24 

June  .. 

18 

December 

35 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  (that  is  diseases  which  are  regarded  as  due  to  the 


invasion  of  the  system  from  without  by  a definite  “ferment,”  or  poison,  which  grows  and 


multiplies  in  the  body)  were  during  the  year  1895  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Enteric,  or  Typhoid  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  5 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Measles..  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Diptheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


The  number  of  cases  of  diseases  reported  to  me  under  the 
Act  were  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 

of  these,  12  were  removed  to  our  Infectious  Hospital. 

Erysipelas... 

Enteric  Fever 

of  these,  1 was  removed  to  Hospital. 


Infectious  Disease  Notification 
42 

30 

5 


Diptheria  ... 
Puerperal  Fever 


5 

1 


In  my  opinion,  measles  should  be  included  in  the  list  of  diseases  to  be  notified.  The 
careless  way  in  which  children  having  had  measles  are  allowed  to  run  out  and  go  back 
to  school  should  not  be  permitted.  It  is  the  cause  of  a large  proportion  of  deaths  from 
bronchitis,  which  so  commonly  follows  measles. 


Our  own  Infectious  Hospital  is  situated  well  out  of  the  town,  towards  the  main 
Dover  Road,  standing  in  its  own  grounds,  with  available  ground  for  increasing  the  size 
of  hospital  if  at  any  time  it  should  be  required. 
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Conclusion. 


Of  chest  complaints,  96  died.  Last  year  101  cases  were  fatal.  This  gives  for  1895 
a death  mortality  of  3-0  per  thousand.  Consumption  accounts  for  16  deaths,  as  against  19 
last  year.  The  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  pleurisy  were  80,  as 
against  82  for  last  year.  Heart  disease  proved  fatal  in  17  cases;  last  year  19  died  from 
this  disease.  Accidents  caused  9 deaths.  201  deaths  occurred  from  all  other  diseases,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  deaths  to  360. 

Measles  were  prevalent  to  the  end  of  the  year,  which  is  a time  in  which  they  are 
often  prevalent,  December  being  one  of  the  specially  mentioned  months.  Otherwise,  we  were 
very  free  from  epidemics  of  any  kind  during  the  year.  Scattered  cases  of  influenza  are 
still  prevalent,  but  not  to  any  extent,  and  I have  had  no  return  leading  me  to  think  that 
many  deaths  have  occurred  from  that  disease.  No  closing  of  schools  has  been  necessary. 

Dairies,  slaugbter-houses  and  cow-sheds  are  regularly  inspected. 

In  reference  to  scavenging,  the  Surveyor’s  department  carry  out  that  branch  satisfactorily. 
The  ashes,  as  before,  are  taken  to  a heap  by  the  river  bank,  and  there  utilised  as  a bottom 
for  a roadway  to  Hard. 

Trusting  your  Council  will  be  satisfied  with  the  foregoing  report  and  information 
contained  therein,  which  I should  have  before  sent- in  had  not  illness  prevented  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  C.  WARREN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


